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MI-DRA'SH (YALKUT SHIMONI, SHOFTIM 56; }DRASH
l\/{'uslhlel 31:38) teaches that the pasuk in Eishes Chayil
Tiwa bW g7, She streiches out her hand to the

Pa(!i:s.ta.ff (Mishlei 31:19), refers to Yael, the wife of Chever the
einite who did not use a weapon to kill the Canaanite general
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Sisera, but rather used the peg of a tent, as it states: s A
MIn2wWn, She stretched her hand to the peg (Shoftim 5: 26).

General Sisera, who fought on behalf of Yavin, king of
Canaan/Chatzor, brought an impressive army to attack Bnei
Yisrael. Hashem caused his entire army to be stricken with
panic. Barak ben Avinpam, with the support of Devorah
HaNeviah, wiped out Sisera’s entire army, but Sisera himself
fled the battlefield. As he was passing the tent of Chever the
Keinite, Yael summoned him inside. She gave him milk to
drink, tired him out, and when he fell asleep, she pounded the
Peg of her tent into his head to kill him, finishing off the last
vestige of the Canaanite Army.

Why didn’t Yael just grab Sisera’s sword once he fell asleep
and kill him in a more conventional — and safer — fashion?
The Midrash says that a woman is not permitted to wear
weapons, which are considered men'’s garb, and fall under the
prohibition of K %y 133 *73 nun XY, Male garb shall ndt be on
a woman. (See Shuichan Aruch Yoreh Dei’ah 182:5 with the
commentaries for the halachic implications of this prohibition.)
Yael therefore used a tent stake, which is not a classic weapon.

Consider the situation.

Sisera was & fearsome warrior. Yael could have played it

+ safe and used his sword to dispatch him quickly and efficient-

- ly, and instead she took the risk of waking him up while she

3o

AW

atternpted to drive a tent peg into his head. Had she asked a
she’eilah, she may have even been permitted to use the sword
under those circumstances.

Yet with her own life on the line, what is she thinking
about? The prohibition of wearing men’s garb! The Midrash
praxses her for her actions because the strength of a person S
values cannot be determined when they are able to make
calm, calculated decisions, The greatest barometer of valor is
when the person has to react quickly, under pressure Do they

stick to their values when facing difficulty, or d&aﬂi@wlues

go-out the wmdow as they deal with the emeraencv? .

My Rosh HaYeshwah Rav Yaakov Yitzchak Ruderman
zt"k noted that Chazal determine that Manoach (Shimshon
HaGibor's father) was an am haaretz (ignoramus), because
when the angel returned, upon his request, to reissue the
instructions on how to handle Shimshon, Manoach followed
his wife out to the field to speak to the angel (Shoftim 13:11).

Can we really fault him for this? Imagine an angel comes
to tell you about your soon-to-be-born son who would be
a .nazir. Would you think to yourself, How am [ supposed to
walk? or would you run out willy-nilly in whatever order hap-

pens to work out? .

It depends, says Rav Ruderman. A true talmid chacham
does not lose control of himself. He retains his serenity q;;;g
makes the correct decisians even under pressuce. Evex? with
an angel waiting for him, he would not rush out in panic; he
would pause long enough to remind himself how to conduct

himself properly.
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Ki Tetzeh

Against Hate

i Tetzeh contains more laws than any other parasha in
the Torah, and it is possible to be overwhelmed by this embarras de
richesses of detail. One verse, however, stands out by its sheer counter-
intuitiveness:

. Do not despise an Edomite, because ke is your brother. Do not
despise the Egyptian, because you were a stranger in his land.
(Deut. 23:8)

These are very unexpected commands. Understanding them will

teach us an important lesson about leadership.

First, a general point. Jews have been subjected to racism more
and longer than any other nation on earth. Therefore we should be
doubly careful never to be guilty of it ourselves. We believe that God
created each of us, regardless of colour, class, culture, or creed, in His
image. If we look down on other people because of their race, then .
we are demeaning God's image and failing to treat others with kavod 1

habriyot, human dignity,

269
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